
 
 

Monopoly 
 

RATIONALE FOR THIS LESSON: Why are you teaching this lesson?  
 
This is a mini unit on different types of economic systems. This will last for six days in total. Students will play Monopoly several times with the rules being 
modified to match whichever economic system is currently being taught.  
 

● Day 1 - Play Monopoly (Capitalism Version) 
● Day 2 - Read about Capitalism and compare it to the game.  
● Day 3 - Play Monopoly (Socialism Version) 
● Day 4 - Read about Socialism and compare it to the game.  
● Day 5 - Play Monopoly (Communism Version) 
● Day 6 - Read about Communism and compare it to the game.  

 
Monopoly is not a perfect example of any economic system, but it is a good starting point to get students thinking about the qualities of each system. 
Obviously there are many factors in real life that are not present in the game, but this will serve to get students critiquing both the economic systems 
themselves and Monopoly as a representation of said systems.  
 
Students will write an argumentative essay answering the following question upon finishing the above six lessons. 

● Which economic system best promotes freedom, equality, and prosperity? 
 
The original idea for these lessons came from Ryan Cragun. I modified his rules to better fit my classroom.  
 

 

Day 1 
 

CONTENT AIM (content) 
 

 
● What are the general traits of a capitalist economy? 

 
WHAT QUESTIONS will 
SUPPORT THE AIM and 
DEEP, COMPLEX 
THINKING  

 
● What is a monopoly? 
● What is Monopoly, the game? 

 
LESSON OBJECTIVES Students will: 
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● Define what a monopoly is. 
● Play through the capitalism version of Monopoly.  

LANGUAGE AIM  
(reading, writing, speaking 
and writing) 

 
● Listen to classmates in conversation.  
● Speak with other students in conversation.  
● Watch/Play Monopoly. 

 
 

STUDENT WORK as EVIDENCE OF LEARNING and TOOL for Future Learning and Project Completion 
 

● Students will complete the attached Graphic Organizer.  
 

 
TEXTS TO BE USED 
 

● Monopoly Board Game. 
○ Developed by Hasbro 

MATERIALS NEEDED 

● Groups of at least 4 students 
● One Monopoly board game for each group 
● Graphic Organizer. 
● Accompanying presentation 

 
LESSON PLAN 

DO NOW: (5 min)  
The HOOK! 

 
● Do Now: What is a monopoly? 
● Have a short 2-3 min conversation about the student responses.  

 
 
MODEL/SET THE 
CONTEXT/ACTIVATE 
AND ASSESS PRIOR 
KNOWLEDGE (10 min) 
 

 
● Read the Aim: What are the general traits of a capitalist economy? 
● Project the rules for Monopoly (Capitalism Version) 
● Read the rules together as a class 

○ See attached Handouts at the bottom of this day's lesson plan. 
● Students must be in groups of at least four.  

○ Each student will be assigned a social class for the duration of the game.  
■ Upper Class 
■ Middle Class 
■ Working Class 
■ Poor Class 
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○ Assign extra students as either working or poor class if there are more than four students. 
● The rules change depending on which social class the student is in.  
● Ask students to make a quick prediction about what they believe will be the outcome of the game. 
● Time to play. 

CHECK FOR 
UNDERSTANDING #1 

 
● Check that everyone in class understands the basic concept of the game. Ask individually, or as a class, or in whichever 

way your class typically responds to you.  
 

 
PRACTICE TASK (The 
rest of the class period. 
Save five minutes at the 
end for a quick debrief)  
 

 
● The rules should be printed out for each student as they play so they can continuously check back in order to make sure 

they are playing correctly.  
● Play the game until there are five minutes left in class.  
● Move on to Wrap-Up  

CHECK FOR 
UNDERSTANDING #2 
 

 
● Circulate as students play and make sure that they understand what is going on in the game.  
● Ask the class if they have any clarifying questions about this specific topic.  

 
 
WRAP-UP AND FINAL 
ASSESSMENT #3 (5 min) 
 

  
● Move on to a quick wrap up.  
● Students do not need to write anything down.  
● Ask students what their noticings were when playing the game.  

 
 
DIFFERENTIATION/MU
LTIPLE POINTS OF 
ENTRY  
 

 
● Students will work together as a class so that they can help each other when needed. This can be for content 

comprehension, or interface comprehension.  
● Students have printed copies of the rules. 

 

HOMEWORK (if 
applicable)  

 
● No Homework 

 
 
Common Core Standards 

 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2 
Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1 
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Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others' 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text 
distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.4  
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3 
Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a 
story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 
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Capitalism - Upper Class 
 
❏Beginning Wealth 

❏ The Upper Class player begins with $3,000. 
 

❏Turns 
❏ The Upper Class player goes first. 
❏ Upper class players can move the number showing on the dice, plus or minus one.  

 

❏Buying Property:  
❏ Upper class players can buy ANY properties they can afford. If they do not have sufficient funds 

to buy a property at a certain point in time, they can draw upon a limited Trust Fund of $2,000 
until that fund is depleted. Trust Fund monies can only be used for the purchasing of property.  

❏ If another player  lands on a property but is ineligible to purchase it because of their social class, 
the property is auctioned off to the highest bidding eligible player. The proceeds from the sale go 
to the bank.  

❏ The Upper Class player can buy property from another player if they need money to stay in the 
game. 
 

❏Passing Go 
❏ Upper class players receive $400 when they pass Go.  

 

❏Jail 
❏ Pay $500 for a lawyer, or roll doubles to get out.  
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Capitalism - Middle Class 
 
❏Beginning Wealth 

❏ The Middle Class player begins with $1,500. 
 

❏Turns 
❏ The Middle Class player goes second. 
❏ Middle Class players can move the number showing on the dice, plus one.  

 

❏Buying Property:  
❏ Middle class players can buy red, yellow, orange, maroon, light blue, and pink properties, as 

well as utilities and railroads.  
❏ If another player  lands on a property but is ineligible to purchase it because of their social class, 

the property is auctioned off to the highest bidding eligible player. The proceeds from the sale go 
to the bank.  

❏ The Middle Class player can buy property (from the colors above) from another player if they 
need money to stay in the game. 
 

❏Passing Go 
❏ Upper class players receive $200 when they pass Go.  

 

❏Jail 
❏ Pay $500 for a lawyer, or roll doubles to get out.  
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Capitalism - Working Class 
 
❏Beginning Wealth 

❏ The Working Class player begins with $1,000. 
 

❏Turns 
❏ The Working Class player goes third. 
❏Working class players can move the number showing on the dice, or minus one.   

 
❏Buying Property:  

❏Working class players can buy orange, maroon, light blue, and pink properties.  
 

❏Passing Go 
❏ Upper class players receive $100 when they pass Go.  

 

❏Jail 
❏ Pay $500 for a lawyer, or roll doubles to get out.  
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Capitalism - Poor Class 
 
❏Beginning Wealth 

❏ The Poor Class player begins with $500. 
 

❏Turns 
❏ The Poor Class player goes last. 
❏ Poor class players can move the number showing on the dice.  

 
❏Buying Property:  

❏ Poor class players can only buy light blue and pink properties.  
 

❏Passing Go 
❏ Poor class players receive $50 when they pass Go.  

 

❏Jail 
❏ Pay $500 for a lawyer, or roll doubles to get out.  
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Day 2 
 

CONTENT AIM (content) 
 

 
● Is capitalism a good economic system? 

 
WHAT QUESTIONS will 
SUPPORT THE AIM and 
DEEP, COMPLEX 
THINKING  

 
● What is a monopoly? 
● What is Monopoly, the game? 

 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will: 

● Define what a monopoly is. 
● Read about Capitalism..  

LANGUAGE AIM  
(reading, writing, speaking 
and writing) 

 
● Listen to classmates in conversation.  
● Speak with other students in conversation.  
● Watch/Play Monopoly. 

 
 

STUDENT WORK as EVIDENCE OF LEARNING and TOOL for Future Learning and Project Completion 
 

● Students will complete the attached Graphic Organizer.  
 

 
TEXTS TO BE USED 
 

● Monopoly Board Game. 
○ Developed by Hasbro 

● What Capitalism is and how it affects people 
○ Modified below 

MATERIALS NEEDED ● Graphic Organizer. 
● Accompanying presentation 

 
LESSON PLAN 

DO NOW: (5 min)  
The HOOK! 

 
● Do Now: Based on the game yesterday, is capitalism a good economic system? Why or why not?? 
● Have a short 2-3 min conversation about the student responses.  
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MODEL/SET THE 
CONTEXT/ACTIVATE 
AND ASSESS PRIOR 
KNOWLEDGE (10 min) 
 

 
● Read the Aim: Is capitalism a good economic system? 
● Do a quick debrief with the class about the game yesterday. 
● Pass out What Capitalism is and how it affects people  

○ Modified version found below with questions chunked into the article.  

CHECK FOR 
UNDERSTANDING #1 

 
● Check that everyone in class understands the basic concept of the article. Ask individually, or as a class, or in 

whichever way your class typically responds to you.  
 

 
PRACTICE TASK (The 
rest of the class period. 
Save five minutes at the 
end for a quick debrief)  
 

 
● Students read and answer questions.  
● Move on to Wrap-Up  

CHECK FOR 
UNDERSTANDING #2 
 

 
● Circulate as students work and make sure that they understand what is going on in the game.  
● Ask the class if they have any clarifying questions about this specific topic.  

 
 
WRAP-UP AND FINAL 
ASSESSMENT #3 (5 min) 
 

  
● Move on to a quick wrap up.  
● Make a prediction 

○ Tomorrow we will play monopoly, but with the rules modified to represent Socialism. What do you think is 
going to happen? How will it be different from Capitalism? 

○ Students do not need to write down their answer.  
■ This can be done through a turn and talk 

 
 
DIFFERENTIATION/MU
LTIPLE POINTS OF 
ENTRY  
 

 
● Students will work together as a class so that they can help each other when needed. This can be for content 

comprehension, or interface comprehension.  
● Students have printed copies of the rules. 
● Article is chunked with questions placed throughout the article to help with understanding.  

 
HOMEWORK (if 
applicable)  

 
● No Homework 
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Common Core Standards 

 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2 
Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1 
Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others' 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text 
distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.4  
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3 
Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a 
story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 
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Name:___________________________ 
 

What “Capitalism” Is and How It Affects People 
 

What it is, how it works, and who is for and against it. 
 
BY KIM KELLY 
APRIL 11, 2018 
 
What is capitalism? 
 
Capitalism is defined as an economic system in which a country’s trade, industry, and profits are controlled by private companies, instead of by the 
people whose time and labor powers those companies. The United States and many other nations around the world are capitalist countries, but 
capitalism is not the only economic system available; throughout history, other countries have embraced other systems, like socialism or 
communism, so it’s important to explore what capitalism actually is. 
 

What is capitalism? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Where did capitalism come from? 
 
The origins of capitalism are complicated, and stretch back to the 16th century, when the British systems of power largely collapsed after the Black 
Death, which was a deadly plague that killed off up to 60% of Europe’s entire population. A newly formed class of merchants began trade with 
foreign countries, and this newfound demand for exports hurt local economies and began to dictate overall production and pricing of goods. It also 
led to the spread of colonialism, slavery, and imperialism. 
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By the 18th century, England had converted into an industrial nation, and the dawn of the Industrial Revolution saw an explosion of manufacturing 
overtake the island. It is within those smoky factories and flammable textile mills that our modern idea of capitalism — and the opposition to it — 
began to fully flourish. In 1776, Scottish economist Adam Smith published his treatise, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of 
Nations, which is regarded as the bedrock upon which modern capitalism stands. Though some of his specific ideas about value and labor differ 
from those of modern economists, Smith is often called “the father of capitalism.” 
 

Where did capitalism come from? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What does it mean to be capitalist? 
Individual capitalists are typically wealthy people who have a large amount of capital (money or other financial assets) invested in business, and 
who benefit from the system of capitalism by making increased profits and thereby adding to their wealth. A capitalist nation is dominated by the free 
market, which is an economic system in which both prices and production are dictated by corporations and private companies in competition with 
one another, and places a heavy focus on private property, economic growth, freedom of choice, and limited government intervention. Generally, 
those to the right of the political spectrum tend to be pro-capitalist; those on the left veer toward anti-capitalism. 
 

What does it mean to be capitalist? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How does capitalism impact people? 
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The kind of impact that capitalism has on your life depends on whether you’re a worker or a boss. For someone who owns a company and employs 
other workers, capitalism may make sense: The more profits your company brings in, the more resources you have to share with your workers, 
which theoretically improves everyone’s standard of living. It’s all based on the principle of supply and demand, and in capitalism, consumption is 
king. The problem is that many capitalist bosses aren’t great at sharing the wealth, which is why one of the major critiques of capitalism is that it is a 
huge driver of inequality, both social and economic. 
 

How does capitalism impact people? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Why do people support capitalism? 
Capitalism’s supporters believe in several key points: Economic freedom leads to political freedom and having a state-owned means of production 
can lead to federal overreach and authoritarianism. They view it as the only sensible way to organize a society, insisting that alternatives like 
socialism, communism, or anarchism are doomed to fail.  
Placing central importance on the individual, rather than the collective, is a classic hallmark of capitalism and is at the heart of the “pull yourself up 
by your bootstraps” narrative that capitalists find so compelling. 
 

Why do people support capitalism? 
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1) Think of the game, Monopoly, from yesterday. Make a list of what you felt was realistically portrayed and what was missing from this simulation of 
capitalism.  
 

Realistic Missing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Aim: Is Capitalism a good economic system? Why or why not? 
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Day 3 
 

CONTENT AIM (content) 
 

 
● What are the general traits of a socialist economy? 

 
WHAT QUESTIONS will 
SUPPORT THE AIM and 
DEEP, COMPLEX 
THINKING  

 
● What is a monopoly? 
● What is Monopoly, the game? 

 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will: 

● Define what a monopoly is. 
● Play through the socialist version of Monopoly.  

LANGUAGE AIM  
(reading, writing, speaking 
and writing) 

 
● Listen to classmates in conversation.  
● Speak with other students in conversation.  
● Watch/Play Monopoly. 

 
 

STUDENT WORK as EVIDENCE OF LEARNING and TOOL for Future Learning and Project Completion 
 

● Students will complete the attached Graphic Organizer.  
 

 
TEXTS TO BE USED 
 

● Monopoly Board Game. 
○ Developed by Hasbro 

MATERIALS NEEDED 

● Groups of at least 4 students 
● One Monopoly board game for each group 
● Graphic Organizer. 
● Accompanying presentation 

 
LESSON PLAN 

DO NOW: (5 min)  
The HOOK! 

 
● Do Now: What is a monopoly? 
● Have a short 2-3 min conversation about the student responses.  
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MODEL/SET THE 
CONTEXT/ACTIVATE 
AND ASSESS PRIOR 
KNOWLEDGE (10 min) 
 

 
● Read the Aim: What are the general traits of a socialist economy? 
● Project the rules for Monopoly (Socialist Version) 
● Read the rules together as a class 

○ See attached Handouts at the bottom of this day's lesson plan. 
● Students must be in groups of at least four.  

○ Students are not assigned specific social classes in this version of the game. All students follow the same rules.  
● Ask students to make a quick prediction about what they believe will be the outcome of the game. 
● Time to play. 

CHECK FOR 
UNDERSTANDING #1 

 
● Check that everyone in class understands the basic concept of the game. Ask individually, or as a class, or in whichever 

way your class typically responds to you.  
 

 
PRACTICE TASK (The 
rest of the class period. 
Save five minutes at the 
end for a quick debrief)  
 

 
● The rules should be printed out for each student as they play so they can continuously check back in order to make sure 

they are playing correctly.  
● Play the game until there are five minutes left in class.  
● Move on to Wrap-Up  

CHECK FOR 
UNDERSTANDING #2 
 

 
● Circulate as students play and make sure that they understand what is going on in the game.  
● Ask the class if they have any clarifying questions about this specific topic.  

 
 
WRAP-UP AND FINAL 
ASSESSMENT #3 (5 min) 
 

  
● Move on to a quick wrap up.  
● Students do not need to write anything down.  
● Ask students what their noticings were when playing the game.  

 
 
DIFFERENTIATION/MU
LTIPLE POINTS OF 
ENTRY  
 

 
● Students will work together as a class so that they can help each other when needed. This can be for content 

comprehension, or interface comprehension.  
● Students have printed copies of the rules. 

 

HOMEWORK (if 
applicable)  

 
● No Homework 
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Common Core Standards 

 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2 
Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1 
Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others' 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text 
distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.4  
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3 
Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a 
story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 
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Socialism 
 

❏Beginning Wealth 
❏ Each player is given $1500 divided as follows: 2 each of $500’s, $100’s and $50’s; 6 

$20’s; 5 each of $10’s, $5’s and $1’s. 
  

❏Turns 
❏ Everyone rolls together. Whoever rolls the highest number goes first. Continue until everyone has 

a turn.  
  

❏Buying Property  
❏ Follow the standard rules of the game for buying property.  

 

❏Rents and Utility Costs: 
❏ Rents are capped.  

❏ For pink and light blue properties, regardless of the improvements on the property, rent 
cannot exceed $50.  

❏ For maroon and orange properties, regardless of the improvements, rent cannot exceed 
$100.  

❏ For red and yellow properties, regardless of the improvements, rent cannot exceed $150.  
❏ For green and dark blue properties, regardless of the improvements, rent cannot exceed 

$200.  
❏ Also, if at any point a player has insufficient funds to pay rent on a property, the government 

will pay their rent.   
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❏Passing Go 
❏ Every player receives $200 when they pass Go. 

  
❏Taxes 

❏Whenever players pass Go, 65% of their income goes to the government (The middle of the 
board). That is $130 every time someone passes Go.  

❏ Government revenue is used to pay rents when players have insufficient funds and to 
supplement incomes for those who have played the game for a long time.  
  

❏Jail 
❏When players land on “Go to Jail” (or draw a card that sends them to jail) they spend 

one turn in Jail and then are free to continue the game without paying a fee or rolling the 
dice.  
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Day 4 
 

CONTENT AIM (content) 
 

 
● Is socialism a good economic system? 

 
WHAT QUESTIONS will 
SUPPORT THE AIM and 
DEEP, COMPLEX 
THINKING  

 
● What is a monopoly? 
● What is Monopoly, the game? 

 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will: 

● Define what a monopoly is. 
● Read about socialism..  

LANGUAGE AIM  
(reading, writing, speaking 
and writing) 

 
● Listen to classmates in conversation.  
● Speak with other students in conversation.  
● Watch/Play Monopoly. 

 
 

STUDENT WORK as EVIDENCE OF LEARNING and TOOL for Future Learning and Project Completion 
 

● Students will complete the attached Graphic Organizer.  
 

 
TEXTS TO BE USED 
 

● Monopoly Board Game. 
○ Developed by Hasbro 

● 6 questions about socialism you were too embarrassed to ask 
○ Modified below 

MATERIALS NEEDED ● Graphic Organizer. 
● Accompanying presentation 

 
LESSON PLAN 

DO NOW: (5 min)  
The HOOK! 

 
● Do Now: Based on the game yesterday, is capitalism a good economic system? Why or why not? 
● Have a short 2-3 min conversation about the student responses.  
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MODEL/SET THE 
CONTEXT/ACTIVATE 
AND ASSESS PRIOR 
KNOWLEDGE (10 min) 
 

 
● Read the Aim: Is communism a good economic system? 
● Do a quick debrief with the class about the game yesterday. 
● Pass out 6 questions about socialism you were too embarrassed to ask 

○ Modified version found below with questions chunked into the article.  
○ The article is about Bernie Sanders since this unit takes place during the 2020 Democratic Primary Election.  

■ Bernie Sanders identifies as a Democratic Socialist. 
 

CHECK FOR 
UNDERSTANDING #1 

 
● Check that everyone in class understands the basic concept of the article. Ask individually, or as a class, or in 

whichever way your class typically responds to you.  
 

 
PRACTICE TASK (The 
rest of the class period. 
Save five minutes at the 
end for a quick debrief)  
 

 
● Students read and answer questions.  
● Move on to Wrap-Up  

CHECK FOR 
UNDERSTANDING #2 
 

 
● Circulate as students work and make sure that they understand what is going on in the game.  
● Ask the class if they have any clarifying questions about this specific topic.  

 
 
WRAP-UP AND FINAL 
ASSESSMENT #3 (5 min) 
 

  
● Move on to a quick wrap up.  
● Make a prediction 

○ Tomorrow we will play monopoly, but with the rules modified to represent communism. What do you think is 
going to happen? How will it be different from capitalism and socialism? 

○ Students do not need to write down their answer.  
■ This can be done through a turn and talk 

 
 
DIFFERENTIATION/MU
LTIPLE POINTS OF 
ENTRY  
 

 
● Students will work together as a class so that they can help each other when needed. This can be for content 

comprehension, or interface comprehension.  
● Students have printed copies of the rules. 
● Article is chunked with questions placed throughout the article to help with understanding.  
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HOMEWORK (if 
applicable)  

 
● No Homework 

 
Common Core Standards 

 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2 
Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1 
Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others' 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text 
distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.4  
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3 
Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a 
story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 
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Name:______________________ 
 
4 questions about socialism you were too embarrassed to ask 
By Dylan Matthews 
 
According to Sanders, socialism — or "democratic socialism," his preferred formulation — is basically mainstream Democratic Party 
liberalism but more so. It entails single-payer health care, not Obamacare. It entails tuition-free college, not subsidized loans. It entails 
government jobs to deal with our unemployment problem, not stimulus through tax breaks. These are big policy changes, but they also 
don't really seem to amount to the overthrow of capitalism — especially since actually existing capitalism in the United States has long 
included regulation of business and a welfare state. 
 
1) Is Bernie Sanders a socialist? 
To him, that means he supports the policies in place in many democratic countries, particularly Northern European ones like Sweden, 
Finland, or Denmark. Sanders is, in his own words, a "democratic socialist." "In virtually all of those countries, health care is a right of all 
people, and their systems are far more cost-effective than ours, college education is virtually free in all of those countries, people retire 
with better benefits, wages that people receive are often higher, distribution of wealth and income is much fairer, their public education 
systems are generally stronger than ours," 
 
Over the course of the 20th century, as those parties took power across the region, they gradually cobbled together a large, 
comprehensive safety net, where programs were generally universal — think free health care for all, not Medicaid-style free health care 
just for the poorest — and which, because of that, came to enjoy wide public support.  
 

Why does Bernie Sanders look to countries like Sweden, Finland, and Denmark for his policy proposals? 
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2) Okay, so what's social democracy, and is it different from socialism? 
Social democracy is a version of socialism that emphasizes the need to achieve socialist goals — worker empowerment, a more even 
distribution of wealth and income, universal access to health care, education, and other essential services — through representative 
democracy rather than through revolution. 
 
The basic question was whether socialists should work toward revolution and the outright collapse of the capitalist system — or whether 
they should work to pass social reforms that make capitalism more humane. 
 
The term "social democrat" dates back at least to 1848, when Karl Marx used it to translate the name of a left-wing party of the French 
middle class that he disliked. By 1875, it was being used in the name of the Social Democratic Party. 
 

What's social democracy, and is it different from socialism? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3) What's the difference between socialism and communism? 
This one is complicated. 
 
In Marxist theory, socialism and communism are both as-yet-unrealized stages of humanity's economic development, with the former 
preceding the latter. Socialism succeeds capitalism, and is heralded by the working class's seizing of the state. Using that power, the 
working class then assumes control over the means of production, either by establishing cooperative enterprises in which companies 
are owned by their workers, or by effecting state ownership. Workers are compensated in relation to their contribution to society. 
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Communism, by contrast, is achieved as the state gradually "withers away," and the extreme technological progress enabled by 
socialism leads to such abundance that ownership and private property become essentially irrelevant. Classes evaporate, and all 
human needs are met. 

So in practical political terms, "communism" has come to connote a belief in revolutionary political change or, at the very least, more 
dramatic and transformative democratic change than social democratic parties have advocated. "Socialism" has come to connote 
commitment to democratic processes and the taming of capitalism through reform.  
 
But communist parties would almost universally identify themselves as committed to the goals of socialism — more committed, indeed, 
than their squishy social democratic rivals. And for their part, many democratic socialists — like US presidential candidate Norman 
Thomas and British Prime Minister Clement Attlee — were vehemently anti-communist. 
 

What's the difference between socialism and communism? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4) So why does Sanders identify as a socialist? 
Sanders suggested that he might not identify as a socialist if Democrats had stayed true to the labor liberalism of the New Deal, but that 
given the current economic policies of the party, setting himself apart is necessary. "There was a time — I think under Roosevelt, 
maybe even under Truman — where it was perceived that working people were part of the Democratic Party," Sanders said. "I think for 
a variety of reasons, a lot having to do with money and politics, that is no longer the case." If identifying as a Democrat is no longer 
enough to mark oneself as a politician of and for the working classes, then another moniker is needed — and "democratic socialist" is 
as good as any. 
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Why does Sanders identify as a socialist? 
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1) Think of the game, Monopoly, from yesterday. Make a list of what you felt was realistically portrayed and what was missing from this simulation of 
socialism.  
 

Realistic Missing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Aim: Is Socialism a good economic system? Are there any faults to socialism?  
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Day 5 
 

CONTENT AIM (content) 
 

 
● What are the general traits of a communist economy? 

 
WHAT QUESTIONS will 
SUPPORT THE AIM and 
DEEP, COMPLEX 
THINKING  

 
● What is a monopoly? 
● What is Monopoly, the game? 

 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will: 

● Define what a monopoly is. 
● Play through the communist version of Monopoly.  

LANGUAGE AIM  
(reading, writing, speaking 
and writing) 

 
● Listen to classmates in conversation.  
● Speak with other students in conversation.  
● Watch/Play Monopoly. 

 
 

STUDENT WORK as EVIDENCE OF LEARNING and TOOL for Future Learning and Project Completion 
 

● Students will complete the attached Graphic Organizer.  
 

 
TEXTS TO BE USED 
 

● Monopoly Board Game. 
○ Developed by Hasbro 

MATERIALS NEEDED 

● Groups of at least 4 students 
● One Monopoly board game for each group 
● Graphic Organizer. 
● Accompanying presentation 

 
LESSON PLAN 

DO NOW: (5 min)  
The HOOK! 

 
● Do Now: What is communism? 
● Have a short 2-3 min conversation about the student responses.  
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MODEL/SET THE 
CONTEXT/ACTIVATE 
AND ASSESS PRIOR 
KNOWLEDGE (10 min) 
 

 
● Read the Aim: What are the general traits of a communist economy? 
● Project the rules for Monopoly (Communism Version) 

○ There are two versions of the Communism Version of this game.  
■ The first one is the Karl Marx version. We will give students ten minutes to play this version, but they 

will quickly see that not much happens.  
■ After ten minutes we will switch to the dictatorship version of the game.  

● We will play this version of the game because many communist uprisings eventually lead into 
dictatorships due to the power vacuum left over.  

● Read the rules together as a class 
○ See attached Handouts at the bottom of this day's lesson plan. 

● Students must be in groups of at least four.  
○ Students are not assigned specific social classes in the Karl Marx version of the game. All students follow the 

same rules.  
○ Students will be assigned roles in the Dictatorship version of the game.  

■ Students can be a Communist Official, or an Ordinary Citizen.  
■ There should be more Ordinary Citizens than Communist Officials.  

○ Assign extra students as Ordinary Citizens if there are more than four students. 
● The rules change depending on what their role is.  
● Ask students to make a quick prediction about what they believe will be the outcome of the game. 
● Time to play. 

 

CHECK FOR 
UNDERSTANDING #1 

 
● Check that everyone in class understands the basic concept of the game. Ask individually, or as a class, or in whichever 

way your class typically responds to you.  
 

 
PRACTICE TASK  
 

 
● The rules should be printed out for each student as they play so they can continuously check back in order to make sure 

they are playing correctly.  
● Play the Karl Marx version of the game for 10-15 minutes 
● After students note that nothing is really happening they can switch to the Dictatorship version of the game.  

○ In true Communism everyone is equal and works together so there isn’t really a way to win the game.  
● Play the game until there are five minutes left in class. 
● Move on to Wrap-Up  

 

 
 
 
©2020, Hey Listen Games  



CHECK FOR 
UNDERSTANDING #2 

 
● Circulate as students play and make sure that they understand what is going on in the game.  
● Ask the class if they have any clarifying questions about this specific topic.  

 
 
WRAP-UP AND FINAL 
ASSESSMENT #3 (5 min) 
 

  
● Move on to a quick wrap up.  
● Students do not need to write anything down.  
● Ask students what their noticings were when playing the game.  

 
 
DIFFERENTIATION/MU
LTIPLE POINTS OF 
ENTRY  
 

 
● Students will work together as a class so that they can help each other when needed. This can be for content 

comprehension, or interface comprehension.  
● Students have printed copies of the rules. 

 

HOMEWORK (if 
applicable)  

 
● No Homework 

 
 
Common Core Standards 

 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2 
Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1 
Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others' 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text 
distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.4  
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3 
Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a 
story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 
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Communism - Karl Marx 
 

❏Beginning Wealth 
❏ There is no money and there is no bank. 

 

❏Turns 
❏ Everyone rolls together. Whoever rolls the highest number goes first. Continue until everyone has 

a turn.  
 

❏Buying Property  
❏ All property is owned communally. However, individuals must live somewhere. So, shuffle the 

property cards at the beginning of the game and every player draws a property card. Consider 
that property your home.  

 

❏Rents and Utility Costs: 
❏ There is no rent or utility cost.  

 

❏Passing Go 
❏ First, players have to participate in the democratic governance system. Every time all the players 

pass Go, players will need to pause and decide on a collective course of action related to the 
game. Collective courses of action can range from: deciding to improve a players' home (use 
the house and hotel pieces to illustrate improvements) to changing the rules of the game.  

❏ Second, players must discuss what they would like to do with their time and lives because they 
do not have to work for money. This should be discussed before the game begins. 

❏Taxes 
❏ There are no taxes 
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❏Jail 
❏ Players who land on “Go To Jail” (or draw a card that sends them to jail) will have to think of a 

crime and pretend like they committed that crime in the game. They will then have to explain to 
the other players why they did what they did and the other players will decide on an appropriate 
punishment. 

  

❏Chance and Community Chest 
❏ These cards are not necessary for this version of the game. 
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Communism - Dictatorship 
 

  Communist Official  Ordinary Citizen 

❏Beginning 
Wealth 

❏ If you are a communist official, you 
(and any other communist officials) are 
the bank. You have all the money that 
exists in the game with the exception 
of what the ordinary citizens are given.  

❏ you start with $5.  

❏Turns  ❏ Order does not matter 

❏Buying 
Property  

❏ All of the property is owned by the 
communist officials who will randomly 
divide the property cards amongst 
themselves at the beginning of the 
game.  

❏ You do not own property 

❏Rent and 
Utility Costs 

❏ Communist officials pay no rent 
because they own the properties 

❏ Green and blue tiles are where the 
communist officials live. 

❏ When ordinary citizens are unable to 
pay rent, communist officials can 
decide an appropriate punishment. 
They can berate the individual, forgo 
the rent payment, send the ordinary 
citizen to jail, or whatever else they 
want to do.  

❏ For ordinary citizens, all rents and utilities 
are $1. Green and blue properties are off 
limits to ordinary citizens. They should be 
treated as non-tiles when ordinary citizens 
pass them – they do not count toward the 
number of spaces ordinary citizens must 
move.  

 
 
 
©2020, Hey Listen Games  



❏Passing Go  ❏ Communist officials receive no salaries 
when they pass go as they already 
have all the money.  

❏ Ordinary citizens receive $5 when they pass 
Go. 

❏Taxes 
(Bribes) 

❏ If a communist official lands on a tax 
tile, he/she must pay out an extra 
round of salaries to all of the ordinary 
citizens for getting caught doing 
something unethical, illegal, or abusive. 

❏ If an ordinary citizen lands on a tax tile, 
he/she must bribe a communist official or 
be sent to jail. It is up to the communist 
officials to determine how much of a bribe 
is necessary to keep the ordinary citizen out 
of jail.  

 

❏Jail  ❏ When communist officials land on the 
“Go To Jail” tile the first time, they do 
not go to jail. If they land on the “Go 
To Jail” tile a second time, they go to 
jail for 10 turns and then become an 
ordinary citizen, forfeiting their access 
to their property and the bank. They 
are then subject to the rules that 
govern ordinary citizens.  

❏ When ordinary citizens land on “go to jail” 
the first time, they are in jail for 10 rounds.  

❏ When they land on “go to jail” a second 
time, they are executed and are out of the 
game. 

❏Chance and 
Community 
Chest 

 
❏ These cards are not necessary for this version of the game. 
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Day 6 
 

CONTENT AIM (content) 
 

 
● Is communism a good economic system? 

 
WHAT QUESTIONS will 
SUPPORT THE AIM and 
DEEP, COMPLEX 
THINKING  

 
● What is a monopoly? 
● What is Monopoly, the game? 

 

LESSON OBJECTIVES 
Students will: 

● Define what a monopoly is. 
● Read about communism..  

LANGUAGE AIM  
(reading, writing, speaking 
and writing) 

 
● Listen to classmates in conversation.  
● Speak with other students in conversation.  
● Watch/Play Monopoly. 

 
 

STUDENT WORK as EVIDENCE OF LEARNING and TOOL for Future Learning and Project Completion 
 

● Students will complete the attached Graphic Organizer.  
 

 
TEXTS TO BE USED 
 

● Monopoly Board Game. 
○ Developed by Hasbro 

● Who Is Karl Marx: Meet the Anti-Capitalist Scholar 
○ Modified below 

MATERIALS NEEDED ● Graphic Organizer. 
● Accompanying presentation 

 
LESSON PLAN 

DO NOW: (5 min)  
The HOOK! 

 
● Do Now: Based on the game yesterday, is communism a good economic system? Why or why not? 
● Have a short 2-3 min conversation about the student responses.  
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MODEL/SET THE 
CONTEXT/ACTIVATE 
AND ASSESS PRIOR 
KNOWLEDGE (10 min) 
 

 
● Read the Aim: Is capitalism a good economic system? 
● Do a quick debrief with the class about the game yesterday. 
● Pass out Who Is Karl Marx: Meet the Anti-Capitalist Scholar 

○ Modified version found below with questions chunked into the article.  

CHECK FOR 
UNDERSTANDING #1 

 
● Check that everyone in class understands the basic concept of the article. Ask individually, or as a class, or in 

whichever way your class typically responds to you.  
 

 
PRACTICE TASK (The 
rest of the class period. 
Save five minutes at the 
end for a quick debrief)  
 

 
● Students read and answer questions.  
● Move on to Wrap-Up  

CHECK FOR 
UNDERSTANDING #2 
 

 
● Circulate as students work and make sure that they understand what is going on in the game.  
● Ask the class if they have any clarifying questions about this specific topic.  

 
 
WRAP-UP AND FINAL 
ASSESSMENT #3 (5 min) 
 

  
● Move on to a quick wrap up.  
● Have a quick conversation with the student next to you.  

○ Which economic system best promotes freedom, equality, and prosperity? 
○ Students do not need to write down their answer.  

■ This can be done through a turn and talk 
 
 
 

 
DIFFERENTIATION/MU
LTIPLE POINTS OF 
ENTRY  
 

 
● Students will work together as a class so that they can help each other when needed. This can be for content 

comprehension, or interface comprehension.  
● Students have printed copies of the rules. 
● Article is chunked with questions placed throughout the article to help with understanding.  
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HOMEWORK (if 
applicable)  ● No Homework 

 
Common Core Standards 

 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.2 
Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.SL.1 
Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others' 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text 
distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.11-12.4  
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.3 
Analyze the impact of the author's choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a 
story is set, how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and developed). 
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Name:______________________ 
 

Who Is Karl Marx: Meet the Anti-Capitalist Scholar 
The communist scholar's ideas are more prevalent than you might realize. 

 
BY ADRYAN CORCIONE 
MAY 10, 2018 
 
You may have come across communist memes on social media. The man, the meme, the legend behind this trend is Karl Marx, who developed the 
theory of communism, which advocates for workers’ control over their labor (instead of their bosses). 
 
The famed German co-authored The Communist Manifesto with fellow scholar Friedrich Engels in 1848, a piece of writing that makes the case for 
the political theory of socialism — where the community (rather than rich people) have ownership and control over their labor — which later inspired 
millions of people to resist oppressive political leaders and spark political revolutions all over the world. Although Marx was raised in a middle-class 
family, he later became a scholar who struggled to make ends meet — a working-class man, he thought, who could take part in a political 
revolution. 
 

Who is Karl Marx and what is the Communist Manifesto? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
So how can teens learn the legacy of Marx’s ideas and how they’re relevant to the current political climate? Teen Vogue chatted with two educators 
about how they apply these concepts to current events in the classroom. 
 
Public high school teacher Mark Brunt teaches excerpts from The Communist Manifesto alongside curriculum about the industrial revolution in his 
English class. He uses The Jungle by Upton Sinclair — a text published in 1906 that revealed the exploitative workplace conditions of the meat 
industry in Chicago and other industrialized cities many immigrants were subject to in the late 19th century — to understand what it was like to work 
in a factory a little more than a hundred years ago. 
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Brunt talks about how these factory workers did all of the leg work — including slaughtering animals and packaging meat on top of working long 
days with little, if any, time off — to keep the factories intact, yet had very little control over their work, including their working conditions, compared 
to the profiteering factory owners. 
 
“I do a little role-playing with [my class],” Brunt tells Teen Vogue. “[I tell them,] I’m the boss, you’re my workers, and you want to try to take me down. 
I have the money. I own the factory. I control the police. I control the military. I control the government. What do you guys have?” 
His students usually blink at him, he says, totally clueless. He insists they actually have something huge, that he, as the boss, will never have: “It’s 
always just one student, whose hand shoots up and goes, ‘We outnumber you!’” Brunt says. 
 

Why does Mark Brunt teach about the working conditions of the meat industry in Chicago during the early 19th century? Why do you think this is 
relevant to communism? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
He then introduces Marx’s distinction between the proletariat — the working class as a whole — and bourgeoisie — the ruling class who controls 
the workers and profits from their labor. The tension between the proletariat and bourgeoisie make up the class conflict, or class struggle, he 
explains. In a Marxist revolution, the proletariat will come together to overthrow the bourgeoisie and ultimately, win the class conflict by taking 
control over their work, or striking. And if such a revolution occured in Brunt’s classroom, his students would overthrow him as a teacher — and the 
principal, the superintendent, and so on. 
 

What factors lead to the class conflict that Brunt is explaining? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
©2020, Hey Listen Games  

https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/dictionaries-thesauruses-pictures-and-press-releases/conditions-meatpacking-plants-1906-upton-sinclair
https://www.britannica.com/topic/proletariat
https://www.britannica.com/topic/bourgeoisie
https://socialistworker.org/2010/10/14/marxs-theory-of-revolution
https://socialistworker.org/2010/10/14/marxs-theory-of-revolution


 

 
Former Drexel University professor George Ciccariello-Maher uses Marx to teach history through an emotional, fluid, and ever-changing lens. He 
challenges his students to envision a society without capitalism, reminding them that different — though still imperfect and flawed — economic 
systems existed before, such as feudalism. “When I teach Marx, it’s got a lot to do with questions of how to think critically about history. Marx says 
we live under capitalism [but] capitalism has not always existed,” Ciccariello-Maher tells Teen Vogue. “It’s something that came into being and 
something that, as a result, just on a logical level, could disappear, could be overthrown, could be abolished, could be irrelevant. There’s this myth 
of the free market, but Marx shows very clearly that capitalism emerged through a state of violence.” 
 
Some examples of violence that aided in the establishment of capitalism in the United States include stealing the land of Indigenous people and 
trafficking Africans through slavery. 
 
While you may not necessarily identify as a Marxist, socialist, or communist, you can still use Karl Marx’s ideas to use history and class struggles to 
better understand how the current sociopolitical climate in America came to be.  
 

How do you think slavery contributed to the establishment of capitalism in the United States? 
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1) Think of the game, Monopoly, from yesterday. Make a list of what you felt was realistically portrayed and what was missing from this simulation of 
communism.  
 

Realistic Missing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Aim: Is communism a good economic system? Are there any faults to communism?  
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